A Special Type of Blood Stains
- with one illustration in the report -

The discovery of quantity, spread, form, and arrangement
of blood stains at a blood splattered crime scene can be
of high importance. Evaluation requires many years of
experience, usually earned little by little through
practice, but never out of books. Nevertheless, the
experts are often not careful enough when it comes to the
necessary evaluation.

Forced by precise questions of police, jurisdictional or
governmental authorities, the experts sometime answer too
exclusively and draw the wrong conclusions about the
bloodstains on a corpse or in the surrounding crime scene.

The most asked question experts are faced with when
evaluating blood stains is the one regarding the origin.
Most always this is difficult to answer. But some
macroscopic characteristic signs provide information on
the origin of a blood stain.

This is true when bloody finger prints are found, where
the papillary lines are defined by the blood. The print is
of high importance, because it raises the chance of the
suspect®s identification.

Sometimes, impressions of clothing patterns have been
found in blood stains. For this, Gross gave a very good
example with reference to the so called "Krumpendorfer"
murderers ("Handbook for Investigation Judges, 5th
Edition, Pg. 660).

With the accused, very often the question arises if the
blood stains might have possibly been caused by nose
bleeding or menstruation blood. But this essay is not the
right place to explain on how to proceed with those
questions.

However, attention should be paid to a very special kind
of blood stains caused by foamy blood out of the lungs.

Even though the distance of the fall, or the angle with
which the blood hits the ground, influences the shape of
blood stains, which for example are more or less round,
bear paw like, club, bottle like, or are otherwise shaped,
there will always be very small air bubbles mixed within



the blood, forming close lying little dots. Sometimes they
accumulate a bigger air bubble, a larger and lighter mark,
because they ran into each other, as you can tell from the
picture.

The First time, | noticed such specific blood stains was
during an inspection of a crime scene on window glass in
June 1900. The inspection took place in the apartment of a
young prostitute, who was stabbed in the back with a knife
several hours ago by one of her customers, a young guy,
while she was cleaning herself over a wash basin after
they had sexual intercourse. The knife used, had a firm
blade like the ones sold by Bosnic pedlars.

The injured woman, with the knife in her back, called for
help. When the subject found the door to the room locked,
he tried to escape jumping out of the window, located in

the 1st floor, down in the court.

While he was opening the window, the hurt female tried to
hold onto him and when he jumped, she ripped off his
jJacket and vest.

At the crime scene, between the wall corner, the door, and
the window several finger length, bigger or smaller,
blurred blood stains were found, all about 3 feet above
the floor. Additionally, the window sill and the area in
front of the window showed blood drops and splashes.
Stains of foamy blood were also found on the in- and
outside of the window glass having been opened towards the
room.

Even before the prostitute®s examination by the court”"s
physician in the hospital, it was possible to state by the
blood stains found at the crime scene that the knife must
have injured the lungs, and that the female must have
stood closely to the window after having been stabbed.

Of course, blood stains like this can also be caused
without any violent force through regular blood cough. 1
keep one drinking glass that shows remarkable splashes of
foamy blood. The glass was found near the corps of a young
man, suffering lung tuberculosis, who died instantly of a
haematoma.

During the governmental examination the physician noticed
the blood stains and gave the glass to me as a show-and-
tell object for teaching purposes.



On glass, or any other light smooth surface, stains like
the above are easy to point out. This does not apply to a
rough and/or colored surface.

Certainly, the blood stains have been seen and evaluated
in the right way by other experts before, but for them not
being mentioned in regular manuals or handbooks, I
considered it necessary to put special emphasis on this
matter.
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steckender Klinge, wie es bosnische Hausierer leil bieten, in den Riicken gestochen

worden war, als sie nacit vollzogenenmt Beischlafe iiber cinem Lavoir hockend ihre
(renitalien wusch.

Die Gestochene schrie — mit dem Messer tn Riicken — um Hilfe, worauf
der Titer die Flueht eryrtif und, da er die versperrte Zimmertiire nicht offnen
konnte, aus dem Fenster der im Hochparterre wvelegenen Wohnung in den Hof
.hinabsprang. Als er das Fenster aufriss. wollte ihn die Verletzte noch festhalten
und riss ithm dabei Rock und Gilet vom Leib.

Im Zimmer fanden sich in der Nauerecke zwischen der Tire und dem drei-
teilicen Fenster in der Hohe eines Meters iiber dem Fussboden mehrere fingerlange
Streifen verwischten Blutes und grisssere und kleinere Blutspritzer. Auch am
Fensterbrett und am Fussboden vor dem IFenster waren Blutstropfen und Spritzer
zu schen.

Spuren schawmigen Blutes fanden sich an den dem Zimmer zugekehrien
Flichen mehrerer Fensterscheiben der inneven und dusseren Fliiwel.

Ehe noch die cerichesiirztliche Untersuchung der ins Spital iberfiibrien
Prostituierten vorgenomnien werden konnte. war aus dem Befunde von schaumigem
Blute an den Fensterscheiben zu entnchmen, dass die Stichverletzung in die Lunge
eingedrungen war und dass das Madchen nach Frhalt des Stiches am Fenster ge-
standen haben musste.

Selbstverstindlich konnen solche Blutspuren auch bei aus natir-
licher Ursache entstandenem Bluthusten zustande kommen. Ich be-
sitze ein Wasserglas, das besonders deutliche Spritzer von schaumigem
Blute aufweist. Es wurde in der Nihe der Leiche eines jungen
Mannes gefunden, der an Lungentuberkulose litt und an einer
Himoptoe plétzlich verstarb.  Bei der behordlichen Beschau des
Leichnams wurden die Blutflecke vom Beschauarzte bemerkt, der mir
das Glas als Lehrobjekt iberbrachte.

Begreiflicherweise sind die Lultblischen in den von Lungenblut
herrihrenden Flecken nieht aul jeder Unterlage zu sehen. . Auf
Glas oder auf cinem hellen, glatten Untergrund sind sie leicht wahr-
zunehmen, nicht aber aul rauhem, gefirbtem Material. .Gewiss sind
sie schon von anderen Sachverstindigen gesehen und riclitig gedeutet
worden, doch sind sie in den gebriiuchlichen Lehr- und Handbichern
nicnt erwithnt, weshalb ich es fir angezeigt hielt, auf sie aufmerksam
zu machen. )

Herr Meixner-Wien:

39) Totungsversuche an Kindern durch Eiustechen von Nadeln
in den Kopf. :

M. 11 leb zeige Thoen hier das Schideldach. die Dura und das Gehirn des
43 jihrigen F. J., der am 18. August 1911 im Zimmer seiner Gelicbten, cines
29 jibricen Ilotelstubenmiidehens in einer Sommerfrisehe bei Wien gestorben ist.
Nacli Angabe des Mideliens war der Mann, mit welchem sie im W inter seit Jahren
in gemeinsamen Haushait lehie. am Vorabend zu ihr gekommen und hatte sie ge-
beten, ilin bei sich iiberrachten zu lassen. da ihm mcht wohl sei. Trotz anfing-
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